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or stormwater projects.  This includes coordination and development of capital improvement 
projects, facilitation of operation and maintenance, engineering and environmental analysis, and 
financial analysis.     

The State Water Board’s Safe and Affordable Funding for Equity and Resilience (SAFER) 
program proactively identifies and reaches out to water systems out of compliance with water 
standards to walk them through the SAFER application process and to collaborate on solutions, 
which involve obtaining input from the community. 

Proposed Scope of Audit 

I respectfully request that the Joint Legislative Audit Committee approve this request to have the 
State Auditor provide oversight and thoughts on how best to provide safe drinking water to the 
million Californians without it.  Specifically, this audit will look at efforts by the California 
Water Resources Board (State Water Board).  The audit should also cover the following:  

1. Review and evaluate the laws, rules, and regulations significant to the audit objectives.

2. Review the State Water Board’s efforts to provide funds and assistance to ensure clean
water to Californians who lack it.  Provide information regarding where Californians lack
clean drinking water and where the State Water Board’s efforts, funding and relevant
projects are located.

3. Review and evaluate the processes used by the State Water Board for reviewing and
awarding loans through the DWSRF and CWSRF programs to finance the cost of
infrastructure needed to achieve or to maintain compliance with federal and state clean
water requirements.

4. Assess the metrics the State Water Board uses to evaluate loan applications, and
determine whether it applied these metrics consistently across all loan applicants.

5. Evaluate the timeliness and effectiveness of the State Water Board’s processing of
applications for loans.

6. Determine whether the State Water Board is ensuring that loan recipients are using funds
in compliance with applicable statutes, and State Water Board policies.

7. Analyze data and information for the most recent five years concerning the DWSRF and
CWSRF programs, including the number and types of eligible applicants, the number and
types of projects, financing terms, such as interest rate, loan repayment and principal
forgiveness, and other information pertinent to program effectiveness.

8. Evaluate the State Water Board’s outreach efforts to promote and encourage participation
by disadvantaged communities. To the extent possible, evaluate the demand for clean
water and drinking water from disadvantage communities throughout California. Also
determine if its outreach efforts appropriately focus on these communities most in need.








